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FY2022 CiDER

Cross-Departmental "Infectious Diseases" Research Promotion Program

1. Outline

In this program, the Center for Infectious Disease Education and Research (CiDER)
provides funding of 5 million yen per year for three years to promote advanced basic
research aimed at fundamentally overcoming infectious diseases. Principal
investigators (Iaboratory directors) affiliated with Osaka University are eligible to
receive financial support under this program provided their research is cross-
departmental and conducted with PlIs belonging to different departments from the
applicant. The research must also be expected to create new basic research areas

leading to innovative developments in infectious disease research.

2. Purpose

The Division of Microbiology and Immunology of CiDER aims to protect our lives and
livelihoods from the threat of infectious diseases by promoting advanced basic research
to fundamentally overcome infectious diseases. In particular, in order to contribute to
society by making rapid response possible in preparation for the next emerging
infectious disease pandemic, we believe it is essential to establish basic research from
a new perspective that differs from conventional infectious disease research. To this end,
from FY2020 onwards, we have been combining the expertise within Osaka University
and transcending departmental boundaries to conduct interdisciplinary research (All-
Osaka University Research) with the keyword “infectious diseases”.

In order to further promote the ongoing All-Osaka University Research over the past
two years and to create new research fields, the CIDER Cross-Departmental 'Infectious
Diseases' Research Promotion Program will be launched to actively promote cross-
departmental collaborative research.

This program aims for the further development of research by providing start-up
support for research incubation and support for establishing a platform for
interdisciplinary research.

Taking into account the research results during the program period (maximum of three
years) after selection, it is envisaged that laboratory space in the new CiDER building
will also be provided to support the joint research projects that are expected to generate

new developments in infectious diseases research.



3. Application requirements

Applications must meet all of the following requirements.

(1) The applicant must be a principal investigator (laboratory director) at Osaka
University and the project PI of the research project for which the application is being
made. If the applicant (project PI) is not a regular or concurrent member of CiDER at
the time of application, the applicant will be required to be a concurrent member of
CiDER after selection.

(2) At least one principal investigator (laboratory director) who is mainly affiliated at a
department of the University different from the applicant's main affiliated department
should be included as a co-principal investigator in the research project (co-project PI).
If the co-project PI is not a regular or concurrent member of CiDER at the time of
application, the co-project PI will be required to be a concurrent member of CiIDER
after selection.

(3) Only one application may be accepted from an applicant as a project PI in the current
fiscal year.

(4) If the applicant or co-project PI plans the use of support funding, the applicant or the

co-project PI can use research funds under this program at their department.

*The project PI or co-project PI in this program must be a staff member employed by
Osaka University.

¢ When a specially appointed academic staff applies as a project PI or co-project PI, the
organization providing employment expenses must permit sharing of their effort to
the project in this program. If effort management is required, please indicate it in the

'Special notes' section of the application form.

4. Research eligible for support

The research must be cross-departmental and therefore be conducted with principal
investigators including co-project PIs from different departments from that of the
applicant, and must be interdisciplinary research in the natural sciences that is
expected to create new basic research areas leading to innovative developments in

infectious disease research.

For example, the following research projects are eligible:
* Research on the functional analysis of pathogenic microorganisms and their

interactions with the host



- Research on the human defense system using samples from patients with infectious
diseases

* Research on the development of new therapeutic agents based on an understanding
of the pathogenesis of infectious diseases

- Research on the development of new diagnostic agents and devices based on the
understanding of the pathogenesis of infectious diseases

+ Research on the development of new technological platforms for understanding the

pathogenesis of infectious diseases

5. Financial support details

(1) Amount: Up to 5 million yen per year, and up to 15 million yen in total over the entire
research period.

However, the amount may be increased or decreased according to evaluations by the
Program Committee (hereinafter referred to as the "Committee").

(2) Period: From the date of selection (FY2022) to 31 March 2025 (maximum of three
years); however, support may be discontinued based on the Committee's evaluation of
each year's report.

(3) Number of projects to be selected in FY2022: up to about 20

6. Application deadline
Monday, 16 May 2022, 17:00

7. Application process
Applications should be made in English or Japanese using the prescribed application
form and should be submitted by email to the address shown at the end of this document
by the deadline.
Please obtain the prior approval of your co-project Pls regarding the content of your

application.

8. Selection process
The committee will examine the submitted application documents and decide on the
recipients.
The committee may request interviews with the applicants for the purpose of screening.
After the screening, a selection notice will be sent (tentatively scheduled for late June)
to the selected project PIs and co-project PIs and to the administrative offices of their

affiliated departments.



9. Research progress reporting and evaluation
(1) Research progress reporting
A progress report on the research will be submitted every year.
(2) Evaluation
The committee will evaluate the progress based on the report and decide whether or
not to continue the support for the next year and the amount of financial support
(including the amount carried forward). However, at the request of the Committee,

interviews may be held with the recipient prior to the decision.

10. Discontinuation of support and others

Support will be discontinued if a recipient leaves Osaka University or the department
at Osaka University where the support funds can be managed. In the event of
discontinuation, the recipient will be required to submit a report on the results of the
research up to that point and return any unused research funds. In addition, the
publication of the results of the supported research and the handling of intellectual
property rights will continue to be subject to the rules and regulations of Osaka
University after the recipient has left.

Furthermore, since this program is intended to provide start-up support for research
incubation and infrastructure support for interdisciplinary research, if competitive
funding (e.g. AMED grants, SCARDA, etc.) is obtained for a research project related to
a research project selected for this program, the amount of support provided by this

program is subject to change or cancellation.

11. Contact person (for enquiries and application)
If you have any questions about this program or would like to apply, please contact the

following person.

Shiotani Takashi
Administrative Office, Center for Infectious Disease Education and Research (CiDER)
Phone: 06-6879-4906 (Ext. 4906)

Email: kansensyo-kensui@office.osaka-u.ac.jp
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